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NW‘!DBK. April m !(III lm‘l
Express publishes thi following corre-
spondence from E, C, H.omd, a Bol-
ton staff representative:; .

The leu:xurx of the mtlnml u.mul.n
tion of wool manufacturers, B N,
D. North, s certainiy an well cqulppad
AR A0y man In lhe Unlud Btnel 1o dls-

m- 4 L7

: T GREAT INDUSTRY RUINED. | Hieast
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general da :m‘_ﬂ'
American fabrics compel
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m
1 also called on Mr. ouuummn.

z‘.-.?rovldm, “presider

1 anked
tement, publ

olits with ex:
condition of m woal ln&'u-  1a this.

country, Among his other dutlﬂ, Cec-
retary North prepares the Wool Book,
a manual of establlshed walug to the

‘| trade andt to Industrinl sclence, and

publiabes & guarterly entitled the
*Bulletin," whinh has  existed * longer
than any other Industeial publication
in the country; and probably longer
than any other in the world. HIx pﬂda
in theu publications s warranted b

the constant and  unsatisfied dmna

¢ | tor_them in university libraries,

The “pleture drawn by Mr. James
Dobeon, of Philadelphla, one of the
Jeading textile manufacturers of sthe
world, 18 causing disevssion among all
the journals of the textile trades, and
among nonk more than among those of |
the woolen industry. The first question’
1 asked Secretary North, when I found
him in his commodious ofMce on Kilby
wtreet in this olty, was it he could give
to the Mail and Express gn officlal con-
firmation of Mr, Dobson's estimate that
half the woolen looms In the country
are |dle to-day.

¥ Are Tdie Hialf the Time.

“That is n conservative estimnate,”
Mr. North promptly replled. ‘It Is not
sirictly correct to say that half the
loams are standing still all the times It
would be more exact to say, though It
aimounts to the same thing, that all the
Jooms are standing still half the tme,
1 mean that It you take all the fow
Ipoma that are yet running on full time,
all the meny loomy that are running on
partial time and all the looms that are
not running at all, the result of the cal-
pulation must be that half of the nor-
mal capacity of the lgoms of the woolen
industry is not employed, 1 can give
you some official Ngures to show what
tils means to” our wage-earners. In
1890 there were In this country in wool-
en manufacture 26,000 broad looms, 29,-
G50 ‘narrow loéms, 7,037 carpet looms—
total 66487 Jooms, In that year the
average number of employes was 219~
132 That Is to ay, the number of these
looms now running is only 33,243, and
the number of active emiployes Ls only
108,661, In other words, nearly 110,000
would be wholly out of work were It not

\fnr the qualification I have.made, that,

Broadly 'speaking, nearly all of these
loome are running and neacly all of
these wage-earniers are 'working on
half-time. A comparison of the pay-
rolls for 1890 and 1896 will show more
clearly the result. In 1890 the woolen
mills of 'this country pald thelr em-
ployes $76,060,742. It is, T repeat, A con-
servative statement that this total pay-
ol Il'cut&two to-day. That In n loss
éarners in' the woolen In-
dustry of $38,320,371 & year,”

Ineidentally, Mr. l\urtll stated that
the total number, of employes in the
woolen (ndustry in 1890 was 218,132, so
that the earnings of that number of
warkers, many of them heads of fam-
{lies, have been cut one-half,
_ It must bé admitted that these figures
are appalling, They mean that about
1,000,000 people are directly aftected,
and that {n the home woolen Industry
alope. Thelr Indirect effect upon all the
trades which these milllon people pat-
ronize need only be suggested to show
that it 1a Incalculable. And at this very
moment the'cable tells us that money Is
#0 cheap in London oity that consols are
soating and other securilles command
enormoud  premiuma, Truly, Great
Britaln waxes fat over the Cleveland
policy of a reyenue for defielt only.

The Tarlfs Chiler Vietims.

The reader may draw for himself tha

appalling Inferénces which Becreiary
North's statistics suggest as to the ef-
fect upon wage-sarners In the woolen
Industry, mnd those dependent upon
them, of the paralysis of 50 per cent'of
{ts normal product. Now. listen to Mr,
North's explanation of this disaster:

“The woolen Industry has suffered
mote than any other from the Wilson-
Gorman tarit law., All Industries have
suffered from the uncerialnty as to our
future financial policy. From that
cause, woolen minufacturers have suf-
fered allke with those who make goods

of cotton'or sk, with those who make
shoes and general suppllen. But from
the prosent tarift the woolen industry
has suffered more than any other, This
Ia largely because the reduction of cun-
toms’ diitles was followed by & fall'In
the price of the raw materinl. This re-
sulted in a harder blow to the woolen
industry than anybody had anticlipated,
and poerhaps than the Tramers of thé
present taclM had Intended, There has
followed' an ‘enormous increase o im-
portations of cheap cloths,"”

From the date upon which the pres-
ent tariff Jaw went Into effect, a tide of
Imported woplens has surged into the
country, at the average rate of 5,000,000
per month, reaching the great total for
the yenr of 380,000,000 foreign value, and
having a duty-pald value of $50,000,000,
which Is ubout one-third of the totnl
value of all domestlc wool  manufiac-
thres, as reported Ly the census of 1800,
and |8 conslderably more than one-
third of the total value of our domesatle
manufactures In 1885 In view of the
extraordinary altrinkageiin involce val-
uationn, and making allowance for un-
der-valuations, this total representa an
aggregate aquantity of woolens more
than double that which ever passed the
custaom houses in twelve monihs,

The officlal reporta of the treasury
bhureay of atatistics, so far ae accesal-
L=, rusiain this statement. In cloihs,
waolen anid worsted, the Imports were
M OTREYT pounds, valued at $21,807.899,
for the first ten months of 1505, When
datn are noceasible for the whole calen-
flnr year, this total will rise to 40,000,000
pounds, the largest imports of any pre-
vious®' year ‘having been 16,350,000
pounds, in 1580, The Inorénse over that
year Is 144 per cent. It I n falr conciu-
slon that another year of this tarlf,
with increasing foreign understanding
of 1ts possibllities, will show a still Inrg-
er proportionate increase in woolen im-
ports, efecting a corresponding redue-
tien In domeatle production,

“The chief mischief wronght us by
the Wilson-Gorman tarlit," eontinued
Seerclary North, “is In s taking off
spocifio duties, and, under the nd valor-
e #ystem, letting In an enormous
quantity. of cheap stufs, not made of
pure woal, These cheap Importations
have crowded our homoe markets, and
have foreed down the value of our do-
mestie goods, made of pure 'wool. The
rorulting  competition had cut  hoth
wayns, It hax cutl the market for highs
elnsa goody, nnd it has invited pur man-
ufacturers tn eut elther thelr standard
or Alielr prices to compele with thepe
cheap Impartations.”

Mr. Norto furnlshed the followlng de-
soription  of  these cheap Importod
elothes, which affect the whole com-
munity of hoyers, as well as the home
manufaofurers:

"The cont of the materiad worked over
In these goodain frequently nol aver two
ar three conts a pound, The Nlling yaroe
nre composed of refuse, in which catton
anfl wool rams and wastes have been
ground togsther |I‘Jlﬁl0rllﬂ|l‘lltt||)h By
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ning, it 1a pomsible to convert this refuse
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1ouma in'the m:nu-nva-w milis
in  Providence are (dle, was

corred

e 4 Tyl '!Il‘.= Fletcher repiled, .“thn
statement {s within the mark. It lss
conservietive estimate to'say that 50 per
cent'of the capacity of tlm woolen mlll.l
of Rhode Island iy standing still, and
the worst of 1t [s that the pefoentage will
increase Instead of diminlsh. 1L would
not be correct to say that & per cent of
the employes are (dle, but. 1y all of
them are-idle half the time. That s to
say, the men are working only thres or
four days a week—In most cases only
three days That mem that they arae
earning only (0 per selr normal
wages. I \muldu'l. llkuI tn estimate with
any pretense to focumcy the avernge
narmal wage of an adult woolen worker;
but, nssuming It'to be 32 & day, or §12
aowiek, you can truthiglly say th.lt wsuch
& man cannot earn now more than 8 a
week, That, mind you, s for skilled
aduilt labor.™

“Hua' this caused great distress In
Rhode Teland?'"

“In miany cases it has. For ump‘le.
not nll the mills are running, even. on
half time.  Bome have shut down entire-
Iy, throwing the heads of hundreds of
families Into the stréet In erforeeqd [dle-
ness.  Why, only the other day the Bax-
ton. Worstid Company was forced to go
out of business entirely. And for what
regson?  Not for any fault (n manige-
ment,. not for any. lack of business en-
terprise or suganelty, not for any dater-
{oration of plant. It was not one of the
lurgest mills, bot It wis one of the beat
equipped In the United States, with the
finest machinery, turping out &
product, which ranked hlu“h In'the wool-
en market.  The simple trouble was
that the mill had no work to do, I have
heard that the company, in the &ffort to
keep Its mill Tunning, for the principal
purpone of glving work and wiges to ita
employes, has Jost sinee 1893 over 3200,-
000. Now, thone figures concern another
company’s affalrs and I don’t vouch for
their absolute exactness; but that da

what |3 generally understooll  Other
mills have ahut down and others must,
They have continued to run at'a loss,
untll they can't stand’ the straln any
longer. OF courss, all this meang B0 per
cent reduction: In the average pay rolls
of all the mills that are still running,
but it means also the total suspension of
pay Ttolls of mills that have been and
1 will be forced to stop entirely."

No Buyers In Sight.

Mr. Fletcher went to an Inner office
and returned with a letter in his hand
“I will read you this letter,” he sald, *on

condition that you do not publish the
nimes"” The letter was addressed to 8
prominent commission house In Boston,
which represents some of the largest
woolen mills In the country. It was
written from Chicago by an expert who
had been sent out there to Investigate
the condltion of the weatern market for
woolens,  The letter stated that the
market {8 In a dreadful condition. There
were no sales at any value, Nobody
was buylng, even at less than the cost of
production. Large wholesale dealers in
woolens, the writer sald, would willingly
talk by ‘the hour, expluining why they
could not plpee any ord The nub of
thelr renson was that they could not buy
from others when nobody ‘would buy
from them. The writer advised his Bog-
ton firm to In turn nform the mills they
representid not to put any more moter-
{al Into thefr looms for the coming sea-
son, a8 they would find no market for
their product If they made It

Mr. Fletcher contlnued: “That ls only
o typleal letter. The same repart {8 re-
peated from men who travel in all cen-
ters of trade, east ns well as west These

reports Ulsclose (the immediate trouble ¢

with the woolen industry, which is thut
thers nre no buyers. Now, why are
there no buyers? Because they nre sup-
plled with cheap forelgn goods, The
figures of importations aince Cleveland
came |n of wool#n goods from England,
France and Germany tell the story. We
can't keep these forelgn goods out under
the present tariff. By the bae of shoddy
and: Inferfor wools these forelgm mills
can tirn out about twice the yarduge at
half the cost. Why, the whole country
i being. clothed In revamped rags,'
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SUIT DEPARTMENT.

+ Weather Goods

You doubtless are interested Jus_t
now in Summer Underwear, and  if
g0 you can be supplied at our store

sanvwtiaeaws With any kind you want, as our new

Lisle, Gauze, Balbriggan and Silk

has just hcen recmved We' are prepared to supply the
wants of men, women and children at present, but don't
delay buying until the'stock is broken. We are
to furnish also, at catalogue .
BANITARY WOOLEN UNDERWEAR in summer

weight,

. LADIES’ CAMBRIC UNDERWEAR.

Our new stock is being received and will be complete
All our Muslin and Cambric Under-
wear i8 made to order just as we want'it; and we think its
‘merits are pretty well understood by our customers,

e prepared

JAEGER'S

This department, being a very important one, receives
ﬁsacial attention, and in it can be found Tailor-Made
resses and Skirts of the latest styles. Ag thisisa very
active stock, you should call frequently and see the new
appear. You can always feel assured that
TEST, and that our prices are RIGHT,

In the sa.ma dapn.rtmant you find Capes and' J. a.oket.s of

LADIES’ MADRAS WAISTS. -

. They are beautiful and the fit is simply per-

-

em beforg.

Summer Dress Fa'brics.
Canopy Top Parasols,
Close Rolling Umbrellas,
Summer Hosiery, Gloves,
Persian Ribbons. .

fect. Would like to show you some of these Waists and
you examine t%uahty, style and work, We ne\rer
had anything like

- No trouble in being. suited in a Black Dress Pattern
of any kind, but a good deal of treuble sometimes in de-
ciding which piece of Persian Silk you like the best for
a waist or dress when there are 8o man
to choose from.

GEO.

y handsome styka
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en on Saturday the finest Madras Waists we |
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burst out Mr. Fletcher Indi tl

T asked him how he accounted. for the
repenisd reports In - Democratic and
mugwump journals of o revival or the
domestie woolen Indu:

“That, If I may use e \'ulmr trrru‘ 18
all rob.” It is largely outright misreg-
redentation. It conteins the fraction of
a trutb—and part touth, you know, Is
worse  than utright lying—becausa
dro=s goods for women have not suffersd
#0 much, as a domestic product, ns have
woolens for men.  ¥ou moy be very
hard up. . You may not be able to buy o
Bult of clothes for yourself. But it ia
part of our American charseter that you
know perfectly well that whatever hap-
pens your wife mual have o new (ress,
And she gees it, even nsmln:l her umlel-

A 'human sedtiment ke,
that hins s commercial effect. But that
doran't leswen the facts and flgures,
which you can obtaln from the best nu-
thorfties, that half the woolen looms In
the country are 1dle.  More wolild be
fdle If the manufacturera responded o
the exact conditions of thee trade. T don't
want to make e woglen manufacturers
pone as philanthroplsts In any falee
nenke,  But how can they closs thele
mills and throtv Into Idleness and star-
vation thousands and thousands af lion-
est, thrify, fulthful émployes? Heldue-
ton nf wages won't help un. Why, thero
was n ciit In wages of about 1 to 15 e
cént when the preésent tariff wentintd ef-
foet., That hus helped up gome in Keep-
Inge the mills golng, but'if another cut
of 10 per cent were popaible—and |t lsn't
—{hat would not enable s to keep these
Lfl s qu]mrlﬂllwrla oul of our market.

"Now, I dop't want to talk ||.:IIT||'|
when Iam talking aboul business,"” con-
tinned M. Floteher, “but nobody ean
deny that {t ¥ pollties; and Demoeratic
politics, that hna enused otir troubles.
When the Démoorats came in with n
whoop In' 186 they seomed to have o
apeeinl anlmosity toward the woolen In-
duntry of thelr nwn country, With «
robel yell and with sectional anlmosity
they foundd the keenest pleasure Inat-
taoking the moanutacturing industries of
Now England, especlally the woolen
milly, nnd the woal growers of the north
and northwest, Well, they've done (L
They've had thelr way., They've work-
b thelr svill, And what 18 the result?
The parnlysin of the home morket for
woolens by cheap, shoddy Imparthtions;
the redootion of pay rolls In New Hog-
land by one half; (he prospecis of sl
worsn tinea to come. Al thin 8 minde
worse by the saje of bonds to get money
enough Lo mest 0 recurrent detledt In the
exponditures of the natloral treanury.
wimply bopmuke thiese southern Demo-
ernty wanted to saddle tha north with
an- income tax and wo make up the reve.
nuo lost by InsuMelent customs dutios
Hond sales have exelisd forelgn -
truat In our wecurities and the froe wl-
ver nxltation han mades business confl-
dence still more impaired, thus Injuring
all mrnlnmmru of trade lnu trunspor-
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